
521 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Mar. 26 

• Enhance the stewardship of our envi-
ronment, create a safer and more reli-
able food supply while facilitating agri-
cultural trade, and protect our people 
from disease. 

Next Steps 
We will establish Ministerial-led working 

groups that will consult with stakeholders 
in our respective countries. These working 
groups will respond to the priorities of our 
people and our businesses, and will set spe-
cific, measurable, and achievable goals. 
They will identify concrete steps that our 
governments can take to meet these goals, 
and set implementation dates that will per-
mit a rolling harvest of accomplishments. 

Within 90 days, Ministers will report 
back to us with their initial report. Fol-
lowing this, the groups will report on a 
semi-annual basis. Because the Partnership 
will be an ongoing process of cooperation, 
new items will be added to the work agen-
da by mutual agreement as circumstances 
warrant. 

Through this Partnership, we will ensure 
that North America remains the most eco-
nomically dynamic region of the world and 
a secure home for our people in this and 
future generations. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Message on the Observance of Easter 2005 
March 24, 2005 

For God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. 

JOHN 3:16 

I send greetings to all those celebrating 
Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Through His sacrifice and triumph over 
death, Christ lifted the sights of humanity 
forever. In His teachings, the poor have 
heard hope, the proud have been chal-
lenged, and the weak and dying have found 
assurance. Today, the words of Jesus con-
tinue to comfort and strengthen Christians 
around the world. 

During this holy season, we thank God 
for His blessings and ask for His wisdom 
and guidance. We also keep in our thoughts 
and prayers the men and women of our 
Armed Forces—especially those far from 
home, separated from family and friends 
by the call of duty. May the joy of Easter 
fill our hearts with gratitude for our free-
dom, love for our neighbors, and hope for 
peace. 

Laura and I wish you a Happy Easter. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 26, 2005 

Good morning. This weekend, millions 
of Americans celebrate the joyous holiday 

of Easter. Easter is the most important 
event of the Christian faith, when people 
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around the world join together with family 
and friends to celebrate the power of love 
conquering death. 

At Easter time we pray for all who serve 
in our military. The outstanding members 
of our Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard are keeping Amer-
ica secure and advancing liberty in the 
world. We remember especially those who 
have given their lives in freedom’s cause. 
Their sacrifice is a testament to the words 
of scripture: ‘‘Greater love has no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.’’ 

Easter has a special meaning for the fam-
ilies of our men and women in uniform 
who miss their loved ones during the holi-
days. It can be very difficult when someone 
you love is deployed on a dangerous mis-
sion in a distant land. I appreciate the sac-
rifices our military families are making, and 
Americans know that their contributions are 
vital to our success in the war on terror. 

This week we have seen tragedy at home. 
Families in Minnesota are mourning the 
loss of their loved ones after the terrible 
shootings at Red Lake High School. Hours 
after the shooting, communities and 
churches across the Nation offered prayers 
for the victims and their families. The Red 
Lake Nation reports receiving thousands of 
calls from people all over the world offering 
their sympathy and support. Laura and I 
are praying for the families of the victims, 
as are millions of Americans. 

This week I spoke with Red Lake Tribal 
Chairman Floyd Jourdain to express the 
condolences of the American people and 
to pledge the continued help of the Federal 
Government. We are doing everything we 
can to meet the needs of the community 
at this tragic time. The FBI and the De-
partment of Justice are working to coordi-
nate relief through the Federal Crime Vic-
tim Assistance Fund. We’re working closely 

with State, local, and tribal authorities to 
provide counseling, help with funeral ar-
rangements, and other assistance. 

The tragedy at Red Lake was accom-
panied by acts of heroism and selflessness. 
A security guard named Derrick Brun 
saved the lives of countless students when 
he rose from his desk to confront the young 
gunman. Although he was unarmed, Der-
rick ignored the pleas of a colleague to 
run for his life. By engaging the assailant, 
he bought vital time for a fellow security 
guard to rush a group of students to safety. 
Derrick’s bravery cost him his life, and all 
Americans honor him. 

As we help the families in this commu-
nity, we must do everything in our power 
to prevent tragedies like this from hap-
pening. Children benefit from a sense of 
community and the support and involve-
ment of caring adults. To keep our children 
safe and protected, we must continue to 
foster a culture that affirms life and pro-
vides love and helps our young people 
build character. 

On this Easter weekend, we honor all 
Americans who give of themselves, from 
those helping neighbors at home to those 
defending liberty overseas. Easter is the 
victory of light over darkness. In this season 
of renewal, we remember that hope leads 
us closer to truth and that in the end, even 
death, itself, will be defeated. That is the 
promise of Easter morning. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:30 
a.m. on March 25 at the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
March 26. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
March 25 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 
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Remarks to Reporters at Fort Hood, Texas 
March 27, 2005 

I want to wish all the fellow citizens and 
their families a happy Easter. We prayed 
for peace. We prayed for our soldiers and 
their families. It’s an honor to be here at 
Fort Hood to celebrate Easter with those 
who wear the Nation’s uniform. 

We wish you all a happy Easter too. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. at 
the 4th Infantry Division Memorial Chapel. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Remarks on Freedom and Democracy in Iraq 
March 29, 2005 

Thank you all. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Welcome to the White House. Please 
be seated. Senator Warner, it’s good to see 
you, sir. Thank you for coming. I appreciate 
citizens from Iraq who have joined us. I 
appreciate my fellow citizens who have 
joined us. Thanks for coming. 

Before I talk about Iraq, I do want to 
say that on behalf of the American people, 
Laura and I offer our condolences to the 
victims of yesterday’s earthquake in Indo-
nesia. This earthquake has claimed lives 
and destroyed buildings in a part of Indo-
nesia that is only now beginning to recover 
from the destruction caused by the tsunami 
3 months ago. Our officials have offered 
initial assistance and are moving quickly to 
gather information to determine what addi-
tional relief is needed. 

I appreciate Andrew Natsios of USAID 
being with us today, and I know he and 
his team are ready to respond, to help. 
People of Indonesia can know as well that 
they have our prayers and that our Govern-
ment is ready to assist. 

Just a few minutes ago I met with a 
group of people dedicated to building a 
new Iraq. Most of them were born in Iraq. 
They come from different backgrounds. 
They practice different religions. They have 

one thing in common: They all voted in 
the January elections. 

We’re also joined today by Iraqi law stu-
dents visiting the United States for an 
international competition, by members of 
Iraq’s religious communities in town to 
learn about democracy, and by others who 
helped organize the—Iraq’s elections held 
in the United States. I want to welcome 
you all. I want to thank you for your strong 
belief in democracy and freedom. It’s a be-
lief that with their vote, the Iraqi people 
signalled to the world that they intend to 
claim their liberty and build a future of 
freedom for their country. And it was a 
powerful signal. 

I commend the more than 8 million 
Iraqis who defied the car bombers and as-
sassins to vote that day. I appreciate the 
determination of the Iraqi electoral workers 
who withstood threats and intimidation to 
make a transparent election possible. I sa-
lute the courageous Iraqi security forces 
who risked their lives to protect voters. 

By electing 275 men and women to the 
Transitional National Assembly, the Iraqi 
people took another bold step toward self- 
government. Today Iraqis took another step 
on the road to a free society when the 
Assembly held its second meeting. We ex-
pect a new Government will be chosen 
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